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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claims 9-21 are objected to because of the following informalities: The claims are 
misnumbered. Appropriate correction is required. 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Claims 1-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Borza 
(WO98/12670). 

With respect to Claim 1, the limitation of "gaining access to said computer network by 
use of a portable computing device" is met on page 5, lines 18-24; and "reading biometric data 
peculiar to a user by the use of a biometric data reader coupled to said portable computing 
device" is met on page 8, lines 16-17 and on page 9, lines 1 1-15; and "comparing said biometric 
data to biometric data stored in said computer network for the purpose of identifying the user" is 
met on page 8, lines 27-28; and "denying further access to said computer network if said data 
comparison fails to identify said user as an authorized user" is met on page 16, lines 11-19. 

With respect to Claim 2, the limitation of "wherein said access to said computer 
network is by use of a wireless connection" is met on page 7, lines 28-30. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



With respect to Claim 3, the limitation of "said biometric data is a fingerprint" is met on 
page 9, lines 13-15. 
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With respect to Claim 4, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data is an iris 
scan" is met inherently on page 1 1, lines 18-21. 

With respect to Claim 6, the limitation of "said biometric data can be 
programmed into said portable computing device by a remote station on said computer network" 
is met on page 19, lines 1-5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Borza (WO 
98/12670) with respect to Kramer (6442286 Bl). 

With respect to Claim 5, all the limitation is met by Borza except the limitation disclosed 

below. 

The limitation of "wherein said biometric data comprises one or more measured 
electrical characteristics" is met by Kramer on column 3, lines 63-67. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Kramer with Borza because this is an effective way to 
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ensure that fingerprint being read is coupled to a living human being (Kramer, column 3, line 67, 
column 4, lines 1-3). 

Claims 7, 9, 10, 12-14, 16-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Borza (WO98/12670) with respect to Helferich (6087956). 

With respect to Claim 7, all the limitation is met by Borza except the limitation disclosed 

below. 

The limitation of "wherein said biometric data can be removed from said portable 
computing device by a remote station on said computer network" is met in the abstract of 
Helferich. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Helferich within the system of Borza so as to conserve 
memory space at the portable device (Helferich, abstract). 

With respect to Claim 9, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data is a 
fingerprint" is met by Borza on page 9, lines 13-15. 

With respect to Claim 10, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data is an iris 
scan" is met inherently by Borza on page 1 1, lines 18-21. 

With respect to Claim 12, all the limitation is met by Borza except the limitation 
disclosed below. 
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The limitation of "wherein said biometric data stored in said portable computing device 
can be controlled by a remote station on said computer network" is met by Helferich in the 
abstract. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Helferich within the system of Borza so as to enable the 
data to be remotely manipulated. If the data can be remotely manipulated, this can save the 
administrator time and money that could have been used to having the user mail/ship in the 
device to the administrator if it is not functioning correctly, to enable the device to be fixed. 

With respect to Claim 13, the limitation of "a computer network, said computer network 
comprising one or more computer workstations, wherein access to said computer network is 
provided by said workstations" is met by Borza on page 8, lines 27-30; and "a portable 
computing device, said portable computing device providing wireless access to said computer 
network" is met on page 7, lines 27-31 and page 8, lines 1-3 of Borza; and "a biometric data 
reading device coupled to said portable computing device" is met by Borza on page 8, lines 16- 
17 and "a data storage device for storing biometric data capable of identify ing one and only one 
user" is met by Borza on page 8, lines 26-29. Borza does not disclose the limitation disclosed 
below. 

The limitation of "a wireless communication device coupled to said computer network, 
capable of enabling the loading and removing of said biometric data stored in said portable 
computing device" is met by Helferich in the abstract. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Helferich within the system of Borza so as to enable the 
data to be remotely manipulated. If the data can be remotely manipulated, this can save the 
administrator time and money that could have been used to having the user mail/ship in the 
device to the administrator if it is not functioning correctly, to enable the device to be fixed. 

With respect to Claim 14, Borza meets the limitation of "a bus, a memory unit coupled to 
said bus" is met inherently on Fig. 7; and u a data storage device coupled to said bus, capable of 
storing said biometric data" on page 8, lines 26-29 and on Fig. 8; and "a biometric data reader 
coupled to said bus" on page 8, lines 16-17; and "a communication device coupled to said bus 
for communicating with a computer network" is met by the transmitter on Fig. 6; and u a 
processor coupled to said bus, said processor for performing a method for identifying a user by 
use of said biometric data, said method comprising the steps of reading applicable biometric 
data; and comparing said biometric data with said biometric data stored in said memory unit" on 
page 3, lines 27-30. 

With respect to Claim 16, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data reader is 
implemented as part of the portable computing apparatus" is met by Borza on page 8, lines 16- 
17. 

With respect to Claim 17, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data is a fingerprint" 
is met by Borza on page 9, lines 13-15. 
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With respect to Claim 18, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data is an iris scan" is 
met inherently by Borza on page 1 1, lines 18-21. 

With respect to Claim 19, the limitation of "wherein said biometric data is any 
electronically storable identifying biometric data" is met by Borza on page 9, lines 13-15. 

Wit respect to Claim 21, the limitation of wherein said computer network further 
comprises a remote station connected to said computer" is met by Borza on page 8, lines 19-20. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over unpatentable over 
Borza (WO98/12670) in view of Tomko et al (5712912). 

With respect to Claim 8, Borza meets the limitation of "reading biometric data peculiar to 
a user" on page 9, lines 11-15; and "comparing said biometric data with previously stored 
biometric data for the purpose of identifying the user" is met on page 8, lines 27-28; and 
"preventing access in the user is not identified as an authorized user" is met on page 16, lines 1 1- 
19. Borza however does not meet the limitation disclosed below. 

The limitation of "storing said biometric data in said portable computing device" is met 
by Tomko on column 1, lines 32-40. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Tomko within the system of Borza because storing of 
biometric data at the computing device saves the time it would have taken to download the 
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biometric data from a remote storage, when later needed. Hence, the data can be accessed as 
quickly as possible. 

Claims 11, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borza (WO98/12670) in view of Helferich (6087956) in further view of Kramer (6442286 Bl). 

With respect to Claim 1 1 and 20, all the limitation is met by the combination of Borza 
and Helferich except the limitation disclosed below. 

The limitation of "wherein said biometric data comprises one or more measured electrical 
characteristics" is met by Kramer on column 3, lines 63-67. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Kramer within the combination of Borza and Helferich 
because this is an effective way to ensure that fingerprint being read is coupled to a living human 
being (Kramer, column 3, line 67, column 4, lines 1-3). 



With respect to Claim 22, all the limitation is met by the combination of Borza, Helferich 
and Kramer except the limitation disclosed below. 

The limitation of "uploading said biometric data from said portable computing apparatus" 
is met by Borza on page 8, lines 19-20; and "downloading said biometric data to said portable 
computing apparatus" is met by Borza on page 1 1, lines 1, 8-9 and 16-18. The combination of 
Borza and Kramer however does not met the limitation disclosed below. 
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The limitation of "erasing said biometric data from said portable computing apparatus" is 
met by Helferich in the abstract. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Helferich with the combination of Borza and Kramer 
because erasing the data from the portable device helps in freeing memory in the portable device 
that could be used for other higher priority data. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borza(W098/ 12670) in view of Helferich (6087956) in further view of Maes et al (6016476). 

With respect to Claim 15, all the limitation is met by the combination of Borza and 
Helferich except the limitation disclosed below. 

The limitation of "wherein said portable computing apparatus is a personal data assistant 
(PDA)" is met by Maes et al in the abstract. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Maes et al within the combination of Borza and Helferich 
because a PDA is a well known portable device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tracey Akpati whose telephone number is 703-305-7820. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am-6.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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